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MAORI BELIEFS AND SUPERSTITIONS
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MAORI BELIEFS AND SUPERSTITIONS.
The Maoris do not have any tradition of a creation; they seem to have
conceived the power of Nature very much in the same way as a generative
cause of all things. They had no priests or temples, and their religion was of
a most mythical description There existed many legends, such as that of
Maui having fished up the island from the bottom of the sea, and the Maori
version of the origin of man and Uenguku (the Atua, or spirit of the
rainbow) was considered the God of War, or war spirit, and as such was
made the subject of incantations. But' none of these myths were of general
acceptation, and even the name Atua (Spirit, or God as it is often
mistranslated) was sometimes bestowed upon a living chief. While there
was an absence of religion, superstition abounded. All believed in and feared
the taniwha (or water demons), and the demons of the woods and
mountains; indeed the bravest warrior would not have walked at night over
the most familiar road without a lighted brand in his hand to keep away
malevolent spirits, The natural causes of diseases being unknown, they
invented witchcraft, the belief in which was as universal as that spirits, on
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Police arrest 29 people in major
drug bust in Waikato
2:27 pmon 10 July 2020 Share this ooe@

Police have arrested 29 people after a three-month operation on drug dealing in the Waikato region.
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